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Programme Notes 

Girolamo Alessandro Frescobaldi (1583–1643) was a musician from Ferrara in Italy, one of the most 
important composers of keyboard music in the late Renaissance and early Baroque periods. Frescobaldi 

was appointed organist of St. Peter's Basilica, from 1608 until 1628 and again from 1634 until his 
death. Frescobaldi's collections contain some of the most influential music of the 17th century. His 
work influenced Johann Sebastian Bach, Henry Purcell, and countless other major composers. Pieces 
from his celebrated collection of liturgical organ music, Fiori Musicali (1635), were used as models 

of strict counterpoint as late as the 19th century. Contemporary accounts describe Frescobaldi as a 
child prodigy; he quickly gained prominence as a performer and patronage of important noblemen. 
Composers who visited Ferrara during the period included numerous important masters such as 
Claudio Monteverdi, John Dowland and Orlando de Lassus. Contemporary critics acknowledged 

Frescobaldi as the single greatest influence of keyboard music of his time, both as a player and 
composer. Frescobaldi’s music did not lose direct influence until the 1660s, and his works held 
influence over the development of keyboard music over a century after his death. The composer's 
other works include collections of canzonas, fantasias, capriccios, and other keyboard works. 

Frescobaldi was the first of the great composers of the ancient Franco-Dutch-Italian tradition who 
chose to focus his creative energy on instrumental composition and brought a wide range of emotion 

to the relatively unplumbed depths of instrumental music. 
 

A Canzone or Canzona is an Italian or Provençal song or ballad. An important Italian instrumental 
form of the late 16th and early 17th century, it is also used to describe a type of lyric, which 
resembles a madrigal. Sometimes a composition, which is simple and songlike, is designated as a 

Canzone, it literally translates as "song" in Italian. In this arrangement the work has been written 
for two antiphonal brass choirs. To help give a sense of antiphony, the choirs should spread out as 

much as possible utilising balconies, organ lofts and stage wings. 
 

Superbrass Music 
Since the start of Superbrass in early 2005, I have strived to commission new original compositions 

and arrangements for brass and percussion. 
Superbrass Music is committed to developing accessible new music for brass of the very highest 

quality. 
Illegal photocopying denies composers and publishers of their rightful revenue. 

A lack of revenue deters publishers from investing in new commissions. 
ALL MUSICIANS suffer the consequences of illegal photocopying. 

The future is in your hands. 
Now that you have the facts, you can help the future of the creative music world. 

 
If you do happen upon any errors please let me know by contacting me personally at 

info@superbrass.co.uk 
Roger Argente / Artistic Director 
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